	
JPO Stories



It will be very much appreciated if you would share your story with the people involved in the JPO Programme. Donor countries are very interested in the specific experiences of JPOs and JPOs coming on board find it very valuable to get an insight into the work of UN. We suggest the following questions below, but if you would like to give an account of your experience in a more detailed text or essay like format, please feel free to do so. It would be great if you could forward a few pictures, too – to liven up the record and give an impression:
BASICS
· Name

· Duty Station / Country Office

· Donor

· Sector of Activity

· Entry of Duty on 
· What is your background (professional and/or private)?
· What kind of advice would you give to JPOs?

· Which random words come to your mind when thinking about your JPO-ship?

The below are a variety of suggested areas for inspiration. However, please feel free to elaborate on your own areas. 
JPO ASSIGNMENT
WORK

1. What is your organisation’s work / sector of activity at the duty station?

2. What has been your assignment as a JPO?

3. What was the most enriching and/or challenging project that you have worked on?

4. What has been your most enriching professional achievement so far, if different from the previous answer?

5. What is the set of skills that you had or that you developed, which were key to your assignment?

COUNTRY

6. Can you give a personal impression of your duty station? Is there an outstanding positive aspect which comes to your mind?

7. What was most challenging/difficult to adapt to?

8. How would you describe the living conditions in a basic outline?
CULTURE

9. Have you experienced what in general terms one might refer to as a “culture shock”? How did you deal with it?

10.  Which aspects of the duty station’s cultural environment have you experienced as most enriching, impressive and/or challenging?

FAMILY (if applicable)

11. Which challenges have you faced in your JPO assignment with regard to your personal familial situation? How did you deal with them?
12. How would you deal with them if you went back in time?
PRACTICAL ADVICE

13. Do you have any tips on practical issues and resources you would like to share, on aspects such as:

· Moving & settling down: Housing, utilities & administration

· Security

· Transportation

· Leisure and social activities

· Social networking

· (If applicable) Schooling and extracurricular activities
OVERALL IMPRESSION

14. What are your major lessons learned during your JPO assignment in terms of professional growth, career planning and opportunities?

15. What is your motivation to work in the field of development?
CAREER
16. What in your career set the path for you to enter the JPO programme?

17. What are your future career plans, if it is not too early to say?

18. What role has your JPO assignment played in your career-related considerations?

BY THE WAY…

19. Favourite quote:

20. Inspiration:
Once completed, you can kindly forward it to: jpo.registry@undp.org
Thank you very much for sharing your experiences with us and future JPOs!
