
CALL FOR PAPERS

Inter-Agency KNOWLEDGE FAIR (Vienna, 28-30 September 2010)
On

Policy Advice vs. Implementation: how to find the right positioning for UN development activities at the country level?
Dates, Location and Language 

The deadline for submission of Papers is 13 August 2010. 
The Fair will take place in Vienna at the Austria Vienna Center from 28 to 30 September 2010.
The event will be held in English. If you wish to submit a proposal in another UN language, please fill in the form below. We would be grateful if you could ensure that the abstract has been translated into English.
Objectives 

The main objectives of the event are to: 
· Provide UN staff from Headquarters, regional, sub-regional and country offices, as well as participants from government, civil society and academia, with the opportunity to create new, and reinforce existing, networks;
· Foster knowledge sharing within and across organizations;
· Practice the use of tools and methodologies for knowledge and experience;
· Demonstrate how knowledge sharing may improve the effectiveness and impact of field-level activities;
· Share concrete examples of innovative approaches and lessons learned from successful programmes as a first step towards codification.

One outcome of this Inter-Agency Knowledge Fair would be to explore ways to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of the UN development system in the area of Policy Advice vs. Implementation: how to find the right positioning for UN development activities at the country level?
Participants
The event is open to UN staff from Headquarters, regional and country offices, as well as to relevant representatives from governments, civil society and academia. Participants will bring their perspectives and practical experiences on inter-agency work. 
Format and Methodology
The Inter-Agency Knowledge Fair will provide a showcase for concrete case studies of joint field initiatives (selected through this Call for Papers) focusing on lessons learned, challenges and knowledge sharing strategies.
Different interactive session formats with various types of media and tools will be used as methodologies during the event. They are inspired by previous “share fairs” and independent initiatives (knowledge cafés, communities of practices, the One Knowledge Initiative, etc.) that have aimed at improving organizational learning and increasing the UN system’s efficiency and effectiveness.
In particular, the Fair will use exhibition stands as well as facilitated and interactive discussion sessions with a focus on inter-agency experiences and lessons learned. Participants will also be encouraged to explore different face-to-face methods and virtual knowledge sharing tools and present innovative solutions that encourage effective collaboration and networking. 

How to participate in the Inter-Agency Knowledge Fair?
Interested participants are invited to fill in the form below and submit a proposal describing a concrete joint field initiative before 13 August 2010 to Fleur Vernat (fleur.vernat@undg.org), with copy to Francesco Galtieri (Francesco.galtieri@undg.org). The form below will help proposals to focus on the main challenges and lessons learned encountered, as well as on the knowledge sharing strategies possibly adopted.
Priority will be given to joint activities completed, but ongoing initiatives are also welcome. If interested participants have more than one project to contribute with, sections 2, 3, 4 and 5 of the below form can be duplicated and filled in for each project.  
Papers will be evaluated by an interagency panel according to the following criteria:
• The KM merit of the topic of the proposed joint field initiative;

• The extent to which the material is not redundant with other proposals;

• The relevance to practitioners in the field;

• The clarity and completeness of expression of the proposal.
Authors of the selected papers will be invited to participate in the Fair to present their case studies. Participants that could not travel to Vienna will be invited to share their experiences and lessons learned via audio/video support.

Please note that UNDOCO will cover for the costs associated to travel and daily allowance of participants from country offices (up to a maximum of four per country).
For further information and future updates about the Fair, please contact Ms. Fleur Vernat (fleur.vernat@undg.org).

	Section 1: CONTACT INFORMATION 


	Please select:
	   ( Ms

( Mr

	Name 
	  

	Organization 
	  

	Title / Position 
	  

	Division / Office
	

	City / Country 
	  

	Email
	

	Web site 
	  


    
	Section 2: PROJECT
 IDENTIFICATION



	1. Project title


	

	2. Project period


	

	3. Project location (country(ies))


	

	4. Lead technical officer(s)


	

	5. UN Agencies involved (minimum 2)

	

	6. Main national/international partners 

	

	7. Under which thematic area(s) would you place the project?  


	· Agriculture and Rural Development

· Aid Effectiveness

· Capacity Development

· Children and Youth

· Civil Society

· Common Services and Premises

· Communication, Resource Mobilization and Advocacy

· Crisis and Post-Conflict

· Culture

· Education
· Employment

· Energy and Natural Resources

· Environment

· Food Security and Nutrition

· Gender

· Governance

· Health (including Sexual and Reproductive Health)

· HIV and AIDS

· Human Resources

· Human Rights (incl. HRBA)

· Humanitarian

· Indigenous issues

· Industry, trade, private sector development

· Infrastructure

· Knowledge Management

· Migration

· Millennium Declaration / MDGs

· Monitoring and Evaluation

· Population and development

· Public Financial Management

· Results Based Management

· Social Protection

· Science and Technology (incl. Information Technology)

· South-South Cooperation

· UNDAF/Common programming

· Urban Development & Housing

· Water and Sanitation
· Other: __________




	Section 3: PROJECT DESCRIPTION (in maximum 400 words)


	1. In what way does your project relate to the topic of Policy Advice vs. Implementation: how to find the right positioning for UN development activities at the country level?

	

	2. What is the purpose of the project?


	

	3. What is the targeted audience of the project?


	

	4. What results have been achieved so far in the project, which are related to Policy Advice vs. Implementation? 


	

	5. What is the degree of awareness of knowledge sharing in the project country(ies)?


	


	Section 4: REFLECTIONS



	1. Which of your project activities were particularly successful and why? How could these successes be replicated? 


	

	2. Which of the project activities were not successful and why?

	

	3. Which challenges did you encounter and how did you overcome them?

	

	4. What are the most important lessons learned that you would like others to know (max 5 examples)?
	

	5. To whom would you like to communicate these lessons?


	

	6. What would you do differently if you could start the project again?


	

	7. What knowledge sharing tools and methods did you use in your project or initiative, and how?

	

	8. Did you strengthen the capacity of people involved in the project (including yourself) to use these methods or tools? If yes, how?
	


	 
Section 5: FORMAT OF PRESENTATION 
 

	Which format would you prefer to use? (Mark your preference with “X”). 
Note: Please be informed that assignment of the below format is not guaranteed and will be subject to availability.


	Sessions -- Sessions are designed to allow you to share your experience in an interactive format and to learn with participants who work on similar topics. A facilitator will be assigned to your session to prepare the session format with you. The facilitator will be present for the entire duration of the session.   Power Point presentations are strongly discouraged during these sessions.

	  

	Exhibition stands -- Exhibition stands offer an opportunity to share information using posters, photographs, booklets, brochures etc. The stand will consist of tables and may be shared with other presenters.  
 
	  

	Poster board -- Everyone displaying a poster will be present at his/her board at a certain time during the Fair.   

	  

	Video demonstration -- This will be an opportunity to show video films documenting interesting experiences. The film duration should be shorter than 10 minutes.  The presenters will be responsible for ensuring the format is appropriate.    

	  

	Other formats (musical play, storytelling, etc.) are encouraged.

Please specify: ________________________________________________________________

	  


 

� By project you can identify any type of inter-agency initiative (joint programme, joint policy formulation initiative, joint advocacy, etc.) undertaken in the selected area.


� For the purpose of this inter-Agency meeting, proposals should focus on inter-agency initiatives only. 
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